Annual reports of the selectmen, town treasurer, school treasurer,  librarian of the public library and board of education of the town of Durham for the financial year ending January 31, 1924, with the vital statistics for 1923, as prepared by the town clerk. by Durham Town Representatives
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Durham, N. H., July 28th, 1923.
Hon. Joshua B. Smith:
Dear Sir:
At the last town meeting it was voted by the citi-
zens of Durham to extend to you their congratulations
on this memorable day of your wonderfully long life. It
is an honor and a distinction to have you alive as one of
us on this the one hundredth anniversary of your birth.
Your career links the present with a past so remote in
the history of our nation that witli your own eyes you
were able to behold the very men who had helped to
found and to defend the Republic in the era of the Rev-
olution and the War of 1812.
In your boyhood the United States was a small
nation of undeveloped resources, still in the pioneering
stage. You have been fortunate enough to see it be-
come the most powerful nation on earth, with more
than one hundred million free people who are faithful
to the institutions and the traditions which were still
a great experiment when you were born.
Our town of Durham has grown and prospered as a
seat of education whose influence extends far beyond
the borders of New Hampshire. It thrills your fellow
townsmen to feel that for a full century you have been
a part of the history of Durham and that you are on
this day its most famous citizen. Our hope and prayer
is that God may spare you to enjoy more birthdays in
our midst. In behalf of your friends and neighbors we
extend to you, with warm affection, the greetings and
best wishes of Durham in this year of 1923. And we









Oren V. Henderson, Chairman,
Term expires March, 1926
Samuel H. Craig, Clerk, Term expires March, 1925
James S. Chamberlin, Resigned March, 1923








Ralph D. Paine, Horace L. Howes.
Trustees of Trust Funds,
Charles H. Pettee, Term expires March, 1924
Lynde Sullivan, Term expires March, 1925
Frederick W. Taylor, Term expires March, 1926





Supervisors of the Check List,
Charles A. Smart, Willard P. Lewis,




Dr. a. E. Grant,




Lyman J. Batchelder, Term expires March, 1924
John C. McNutt, Term expires March, 1925





WARRANT FOR AND ACTION OF TOWN MEET-
ING HELD MARCH 13, 1923
One Hundred Ninety-second Annual Meeting
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Durham, County
of Strafford and State of New Hampshire, quahfied to
vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Durham on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of March,
A. D. 1923, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon
the following subjects:
1. To bring in your ballots upon the question as to
whether the Amendment proposed by the Convention
to revise the Constitution shall be approved.
1. Action: Voted to approve.
2. To choose a Town Clerk, one Selectman for a
term of three years, a Town Treasurer, a Collector of
Taxes, two Auditors, and all other Town Officers for
the ensuing year.
2. Action: Elected Charles Wentworth, Town Clerk.
0. V. Henderson, Selectman for three years.
Walter S. Edg-erly, Town Treasurer.
Vella M. Smart, Tax Collector.
Ralph D. Paine and Horace L. Howes, Auditors.
3. To select a Trustee of Trust Funds for a term of
three years.
3. Action: Elected Frederick VV. Taylor, for three years.
8
4. To raise and appropriate such sums of money
as may be necessary to obtain State Aid on the following:
(1) State Aid Construction; (See budget.)
(2) State Aid Maintenance; (See budget.
)
4. Action: (1) Voted to raise $1,540.30 for Trunk Line
construction.
(2) Voted to raise $1,750.00 for State Aid
maintenance.
5. To see if the Town will vote to accept the pro-
visions of Chapter 117, Laws of 1917, on a section of the
New Hampshire College road, so called, and appropriate
or set aside from the amount raised for highway work,
the sum of $400.00 for this purpose.
5. Action: Voted to raise $400.00.
6. To raise and appropriate funds for the repair of
Town highways and bridges. (See budget.)
6. Action: Voted to raise $3,500.00.
7. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise for Current Maintenance Expenses, including
State and County Taxes as required. (See budget.)
7. Action: Voted to raise $6,075.18.
8. To see what sums of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate towards the payment of out-
standing serial notes. (See budget.)
8. Action: Voted to raise $1,400.00.
9. To see if the Town will vote to furnish surety
bonds for town officers as required by law.
9. Action: Voted Yes.
10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to borrow necessary money in anticipation of
taxes.
10. Action: Voted Yes.
11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to install additional electric lights where, in
their judgment, the same are needed.
11. Action: Voted ro postpone.
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $300.00 additional towards the erection of
the Soldiers Memorial to bear the names of the Durham
soldiers of the Civil and Spanish-American wars and
select an appropriate site. (See budget.)
12. Action: Voted to raise $300.00 and to take a post card
vote to decide upon the site.
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $300.00 additional towards the purchase of
a suitable site for a Town Cemetery. (See budget.)
13. Action: Voted to raise $300.00.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $575.00, and hire the sum of
$250.00 for the purpose of building a granolithic walk
abutting the property now owned by the A. T. 0.
Fraternity, and the property now owned by Margaret
Frost Est. (By request of Lynde Sullivan and requisite
number of others.)
14. Action: Voted Yes.
15. To see if the Town will vote to allow discounts
for prompt payment of Taxes as follows:
2% if paid on or before July 1.
1% if paid on or before Sept. 1.
15. Action: Voted Yes.
16. To see whether the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to install three (3) electric lights on the
Durham Point road, between Broth Hill and the house
of John R. Page. (By request of R. D. Paine and
requisite number of others.
16. Action: Voted to install ten lights.
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17. To see if the Town will vote to abandon the
following roads as public highways.
(1) That section of Piscataqua Bridge road leading
from the main highway through the Ackroyd property
to the old bridge approach.
17. Action: Voted to postpone.
18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate a sum of money for the extermination of
White Pine Blister Rust.
18. Action: Voted to raise $400.00.
19. To transact any other business that may
legally come before the meeting.
19. Action: (See preface.)
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-sixth
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand










WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING
MARCH 11, 1924
One Hundred Ninety-Third Annual Meeting
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Durham, County
of Strafford and State of New Hampshire, qualified to
vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said Durham on Tuesday, the eleventh day of
March, A. D. 1924, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to
act upon the following subjects:
1. "To bring- in your votes for the election of
Delegates - at - Large, Alternate Delegates - at - Large,
District Delegates, Alternate District Delegates to the
National Conventions of the Democratic and Republican
parties, to be held for the purpose of nominating party
candidates for President and Vice-President of the
United States."
2. To choose a Town Clerk, one Selectman for a
term of three years, a Town Treasurer, a Collector of
Taxes, two Auditors, and all other Town Officers for
the ensuing year.
8. To select a Trustee of Trust Funds for a term
of three years.
4. To raise and appropriate such sums of money as
may be necessary to obtain State Aid on the following:
(1) Federal Aid Construction; (See budget.)
(2) State Aid Maintenance; (See budget.)
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5. To see if the Town will vote to accept the pro-
visions of Chapter 117, Laws of 1917, on a section of
the New Hampshire College road, so called, and appro-
priate or set aside from the amount raised for highway
work, the sum of $400.00 for this purpose.
6. To raise and appropriate funds for the repair of
Town highways and bridges. (See budget.)
7. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise for Current Maintenance Expenses, including
State and County Taxes as required. (See budget.)
8. To see if the Town will vote to furnish surety
bonds for town officers as required by law.
9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to borrow necessary money in anticipation
of taxes.
10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to install three additional electric lights where
the same are needed.
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $100.00 additional towards the completion
of the Soldiers Memorial. (See budget.)
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $525.00 for the purpose of build-
ing a granolithic walk from the school house lane to the
Craig property, abutting land now owned by Laura E.
Morrison, the Delta Pi Epsilon Fraternity and Mary B.
Mendell. (By request of Lynde Sullivan and others.)
13. To see if the Town will vote to allow discounts
for prompt payment of taxes as follows:
2% if paid on or before July 1.
1% if paid on or before September 1.
13
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate a sum not to exceed $550.00 to rebuild
culvert on Madbury road. (By request of J. G. Smart
and others.)
15. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the purpose of installing a
heating system in the town hall and to authorize the
Civics Committee of the Woman's Club of Durham to
clean and paint the interior of the first floor rooms.
(By request of the Civics Committee, Durham Woman's
Club.)
16. To see what action the Town will take relative
to the establishment of building restrictions and regu-
lations.
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate a sum of money for the purpose of laying a
water main, connecting with and extending from the
University main at or near the Commons building to
the town hall, or as near thereto as possible; and that a
committee of four persons be appointed by the Moder-
ator who shall, together with the Board of Selectmen,
make arrangements with the Trustees of the University
of New Hampshire for supplying water to the proposed
main for the purpose of fire protection.
18. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Moderator to appoint four (4) persons who shall to-
gether with the Board of Selectmen constitute a com-
mittee to study, in conjunction with a similar committee
designated by the Board of Trustees of the University
of New Hampshire, the possibility of providing an ade-
quate water supply for the community. A report of
their findings to be made at the next Town Meeting.
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19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate a sum of money for the extermination of
White Pine Blister Rust.
20. To transact any other business that may
legally come before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-fifth
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand











As Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 4 Town State
Federal Aid Construction* $10,000 00 $20,000 00
State Aid Maintenance 1,950 00 1,950 00
Art. 5 Unimproved Trunk Line Maintenance 400 00 400 00
Art. 6 Town Maintenance— Roads, bridges,
etc 3,500 00
Art. 7 Current Maintenance Expenses:
1 Town officers' salaries . . $ 645 00
2 Town officers' expenses . 400 00
3 Election and registration
expenses 150 00
4 Care and supplies, town
hall 100 00
5 Police Dept 50 00
6 Fire Dept 200 00
7 Health Dept 250 00
8 Vital statistics ...... 5 00
9 Street lighting 1,350 00
10 Snow bills 1,000 00
^ 11 Libraries 100 00
12 Interest 395 00
13 State tax
14 County tax 1,800 00
Art. 11 Soldiers' Memorial .... 100 00
6,545 00
Total $22,395 00 $22,350 00
* It is recommended that $5,000.00 of this amount be hired.
SUMMARY OF INVENTORY APRIL 1
Comparative List, for 1922 and 1923
FINANCIAL REPORT
of Town of Durham, for the Year Ending
January 31, 1924
Assets
Cash in the hands of the treasurer. $ 1,656 04
Due the town for sidewalk construction:
A. T. 0. Fraternity 233 72
Freight rebate on granite block for memorial
tablet 42 00
Total assets $ 1,931 76
Excess of liabilities over assets (net debt) . . . 3,068 24
Grand total .:...............$ 5,000 00
Liabilities
Accounts owed by town:
New England Road Machine Co., loader . . $ 500 00
Due school district for 1923 1,000 00
Long term notes outstanding:
Note No. 8, A. E. Grant $ 1,000 00
Note No. 11, M. C. Chamberlin . . 1,000 00
Note No. 12, A. E. Grant 1,500 00
3,500 00
$ 5,000 00
Net debt of town January 31, 1923 $ 4,207 16
Net debt of town January 31, 1924 3,068 24
Decrease of debt $ 1,138 92












Shovels, rakes and picks
Fire extinguishers
Chemical and hose cart
1 White truck
One-half interest in fire chemical engine
1 Loader
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK, 1923
Amount Paid
Received Town
No. Pool tables licensed 2 $ 20 00
No. Bowling alleys 3 30 00
No. Movie houses 1 75 00
$ 125 00
Less licensing fees 4 00
$ 121 00
AUTO REGISTRATION PERMITS
No. Permits issued 234 $ 1,924 18
DOG LICENSES
No. Male dogs licensed 56
No. Female dogs licensed 16
Total 72 $ 186 66
Fees $ 14 80




Cash on hand last Report $ 14 42
Received from sale of Histories ... 43 40
$ 57 82




Cash in bank 14 42
$ 28 90




For the Year Ending January 31, 1924
Receipts
Cash on hand $ 1,501 96
Vella M. Smart, tax collector, list 1923 28,861 86
Vella M. Smart, tax collector, list 1923, Int.
.
7 53
Vella M. Smart, sidewalk assessments 190 88
Hired of Strafford National Bank 3,000 00
Town of Newmarket, use of compressor 140 00
Town of Madbury, use of fire truck 10 00
Boston & Maine R. R., forest fires 27 30
E. J. York, cement bags 11 00
L. H. Ellison, gravel 6 00
Fred F. York, gravel 3 00
Natt F. Stevens, gravel 3 00
Newmarket Mfg. Co. , flowage 8 40
Use of loader 199 75
State treasurer, R. R. tax ^ 1,302 38
State treasurer, savings bank tax 1,189 09
State treasurer, trunk line construction 920 58
State treasurer. State aid maintenance 270 87
State treasurer, town road account 398 22
State treasurer, bounty on wild cat 20 00
Charles Wentworth, auto permits. .' 1,924 18
Charles Wentworth, theatre licenses 124 50
Charles Wentworth, dog licenses 165 86
Charles Wentworth, pool table licenses 19 00
Charles Wentworth, bowling alley licenses.. 27 50
Charles Wentworth, sale of histories 28 90
Total receipts $ 40,361 76
Paid out on Selectmen's orders 38,705 72
Cash on hand $ 1,656 04
Walter S. Edgerly,
Treasurer.
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
For the Year Ending January 31, 1924
Debit
To 1923 property tax list $26,291 86
To 1923 sidewalk assessment 190 88
To 1923 poll tax list 2,570 00
475 at $5.00 $ 2,375 00
65 at $3.00 195 00
$ 2,570 00
To 1923 interest 7 53
$29,060 27
Credit
By cash paid treasurer $28,871 31
By discount 142 45
By rebate 44 00
Lewis Walker $ 24 50
Emma Pendergast 17 10
Verna McDonald 2 40
$ 44 00
By abatement 2 51










to collector, 1923 $26,291 86
Less discounts and abate-
ments ' 193 86
$26,098 00
1 Property taxes, current year, actually
collected $26,098 00
2 Poll taxes, current year, actually col-
lected, 65 at $3.00 195 00
3 Poll taxes, current year, actually col-
lected, 475 at $5.00 2,375 00




(a) For State aid maintenance $ 270 87
(b) For trunk line construction .... 920 58
(c) For unimproved trunk line
maintenance 398 22
7 Railroad tax 1,302 38
8 Savings bank tax 1,189 09
15 Dog licenses 165 86
16 Business licenses and permits 17100
19 Interest on taxes 7 53
23 Income from departments 439 83
23
25 Permits for registration of motor ve-
hicles $ 1,924 18
26 Forest fires-local 37 30
27 Bounties 20 00
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
28 Temporary loan in anticipation of taxes 3,000 00
Receipts from all sources $38,705 72







Town officers' salaries $ 653 00
2 Town officers' expense 346 75
3 Election and registration expense. ... 38 00
5 Town hall expense 56 95
Protection of Persons and Property:
7 Police department 2 00
8 Pine blister extermination 400 00
9 Forest fires 27 30
9a Bounties 20 00
10 Damage by dogs 60 00
Health:
11 Health department..: 200 00
12 Vital statistics 2 25
Highways and Bridges:
14 State aid maintenance 2,203 89
15 Trunk line maintenance 796 44
16 Town maintenance, roads 4,576 29
17 Town maintenance, snow bills 1,655 67
18 Street lighting 1,119 36
Education:
19 Library 100 00
Patriotic Purposes:
23 Soldiers' memorial 300 00
25
Public Service:
27 Cemetery $ 300 00
Miscellaneous:
28 Discount on taxes 142 45
29 Abatements 51 41
30 Refunds 59 15
Interest:
31 Short term notes 123 75
31a Long term notes 246 54
High>vay Construction and Improvements:
33 Trunk line construction 3,342 53
36 Sidewalks 321 36
38 New equipment 800 00
Indebtedness Payments: j
40 Temporary loans 3,000 00
45 Short term notes 1,400 00
Payment to Other Government Divisions:
42 Taxes paid to state 3,006 50




Detail 1 Tax Collector
May 18, 1923 $ 437 00
31, 329 00





Sept. 5, 1,265 89
10, 836 03
Oct. 10, 509 75
15, 894 92








Jan. 10, 1924 1,214 03
31, 752 19
Total $28,861 86
Detail 2 Trunk Line Construction
Jan. 23, State treasurer $ 920 58
Detail 3 State Aid Maintenance
Jan. 23, State treasurer $ 270 87
Detail 4 Unimproved Trunk Line Maintenance
Jan. 23, State treasurer $ 398 22
27
Detail 5 Forest Fires
Oct. 29, 1923 Town of Madbury $ 10 00
Nov. 2, • B. & M. railroad 27 30
Total $ 37 30
Detail 6 State Tax Rebates
Jan. 23, 1924 State treasurer, railroad tax. $ 1,302 38
23, State treasurer, savings bank
tax 1,189 09
Total $ 2,491 47
Detail 7 1923 Dog Licenses
Jan. 31, 1924 Town clerk $ 165 86
Detail 8 Licenses and Permits
Feb. 14, 1923 Franklin theater, 1922 $ 50 00
Jan. 31, 1924 Pool tables 19 00
31, Bowling alley 27 50
31, Franklin theater, 1923 74 50
Total $ 17100
Detail 9 Automobile Registration Permits
Mar. 10, 1923 Town clerk, for 1923 $ 288 60
May 4, Town clerk, for 1923 492 56
17, Town clerk, for 1923 333 98
July 12, Town clerk, for 1923 317 21
Sept. 11, Town clerk, for 1923 224 98
Nov. 12, Town clerk, for 1923 217 05
Jan. 21, 1924 Town clerk, for 1923 49 80
Total $ 1,924 18
Detail 10 1923 Interest on Taxes
Jan. 31, 1924 Tax collector $ 7 53
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Detail 11 1923 Miscellaneous
Feb. 1, 1923 Cash on hand $ 1,501 96
April 7, Newmarket Mfg. Co., flow-
age rights, 1922 8 40
May 28, Use of loader 76 00
June 6, Use of loader 12 00
6, L. H. Ellison, gravel 6 00
13, Use of loader 24 00
16, Fred York, gravel 3 00
16, Natt F. Stevens, gravel 3 00
20, Use of loader 19 50
28, Use of loader 16 25
July 18, Use of loader 13 00
24, Use of loader 32 50
Aug. 3, Use of loader 6 50
Oct. 5, Town of Newmarket, use of
compressor 50 00
Dec. 10, Town of Newmarket, use of
compressor 35 00
10, E. J. York, rebate on cement
bags 11 00
Jan. 12, 1924 Town of Newmarket, use of
compressor 55 00
31, Town clerk, sale of town his-
tories 28 90
31, Tax collector, sidewalks as-
sessments 190 88
Total $ 2,091 89
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Detail 1 Town Officers' Salaries
Date Voucher Amount
1923
Mar. 14, 802, R. D. Paine, auditor $ 2 00
14, 803, H. L. Howes, auditor 2 00
1924
Jan. 23, 78, J. J. Connor, fence viewer. . . 2 00
31, 101, George F. Potter, health of-
ficer
31, 102, 0. V. Henderson, selectman
31, 103, S. H. Craig, selectman
31, 104, G. A. Langmaid, selectman.
31, 105, W. S. Edgerly, treasurer . .
.
31, 106, Vella M. Smart, tax collector.
31, 107, W. H. Burrows, police officer.
31, 108, S. P. Chesley, fence viewer.
.
Total $ 653 00
Detail 2 Town Officers' Expense
1923
Mar. 26, 845, S. H. Craig, stamps $ 2 72
April 16, 849, C. F. Whitehouse, printing
town reports 211 28
May 4, 854, Edson C. Eastman Co., pay
roll blanks 5 11





June 4, 882, Charles Wentworth, town of-
ficers' bonds $ 29 00
27, 904, B. M. Richmond, clerical
work 5 00
27, 905, Edson C. Eastman, supplies. 4 56
Aug. 27, 965, Edson C. Eastman, vouchers. 12 15
Sept. 3, 971, Joseph C. Roberts, transfer
cards 2 04
Oct. 29, 11, John Yarwood, assessors'
dues 2 00
Nov. 6, 32, Joseph C. Roberts, transfer
cards 1 64
Dec. 21, 59, Joseph C. Roberts, transfer
cards 2 24
1924
Jan. 17, 74, Strafford National Bank, box
rent 5 00
23, 87. Joseph C. Roberts, transfer
cards 42
31, 110, W. S. Edgerly, postage 11 65
31, 118, George F. Potter, express,
telephone and clerical work 10 41
31, 120, Vella M. Smart, printing,
postage and telephones. ..
.
33 93
Total $ 346 75
Detail 3 Election and Registration
1923
Mar. 14, 828, George A. Langmaid, super-
visor check list $ 6 00
14, 829, Charles A. Smart, supervisor
check list 6 00
14, 830, Willard P. Lewis, supervisor
check list 6 00
31
Date Voucher Amount
Mar. 14, 831, Arioch W. Griffiths, moder-
ator $ 5 00
14, 832, William H. Burrows, police
officer 3 00
14, 833, Edgar D. Chesley, ballot clerk 3 00
14,834, David H. Fogg, ballot clerk.. 3 00
14, 835, Jesse R. Hepler, ballot clerk. 3 00
14, 836, Lyman J. Batchelder, ballot
clerk 3 00
Total $ 38 00
Detail 4 Town Hall
1923
Aug. 6, 951, S. H. Craig, electric light
bulb $ 70
Sept. 17, 981, Charles Wentworth, insur-
ance 56 25
Total $ 56 95
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY
Detail 7 Police Department
1923
W. H. Burrows, killing dog . $ 2 00
Detail 8 White Pine Blister Extermination
1923
July 16, 927, J. H. Foster, State forester,
appropriation $ 400 00
Detail 9 Forest Fires
1923
Oct. 29, 13, K. W. Woodward, B. & M.





Dec. 10, 46, Emeil Geist, bobcat $ 20 00
Detail 10 Damage by Dogs
1923
July 2,915, University of N. H., 6 sheep. $ 60 00
HEALTH AND SANITATION
Detail 11 Health Department
1923
Sept. 3, 977, 0. V. Henderson, treasurer,
appropriation, public health
nurse $ 200 00
Detail 12 Vital Statistics
1924
Jan. 4, 64, A. E. Grant, services $ 2 25
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES
Detail 14 State Aid Maintenance
1923
April 27, 851, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending April 14 $ 79 00
May 4, 858, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll weeks
ending April 14 and 21 ...
.
69 33
8, 862, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending April 28 50 00
8, 863, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending April 28 28 66
21, 866, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending May 5 and 12 133 50
21, 867, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending May 12 33 33
33
Date Voucher Amount
May 28, 872, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending May 19 $ 285 00
28, 875, B. & M. railroad, freight on
tarvia 7 01
June 4, 877, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending May 26. 288 00
4, 878, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending May 26 34 00
4, 879, F. H. Gray, pay roll week
ending May 26 57 34
11, 886, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending June 2 24 00
18, 891, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 9 41 50
18, 892, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending June 9 28 88
27, 895, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 16 88 64
27-, 896, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending June 16 39 00
July 2, 908, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 23 54 75
30, 942, Standard Oil Co., gasoline... 117 43
30, 943, B. & M. railroad, freight on
tarvia 18 70
Aug. 13, 952, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Aug. 4 32 50
20, 954, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Aug. 11 71 00
20, 955, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Aug. 11 . . : 32 50
27, 961, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Aug. 18 39 00
34
Date Voucher Amount
Sept. 3, 967. H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Aug. 25 $ 39 00
11, 969, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Sept. 1 78 00
11, 976, • Earl Gate, gravel 35 85
17, 978, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 8 15 76
17, 979, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Sept. 8 52 00
17, 980, F. H. Gray, pay roll week
ending Sept. 8 36 44
20, 983, B. & M. railroad, freight on
tarvia 14 03
24, 984, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Sept. 15 39 00
Oct. 1, 985, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 22 30 00
1, 986, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Sept. 22 37 57
6, 991, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll w^eek
ending Sept. 29 39 00
15, 3, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll w^eek
ending Oct. 6 39 00
29, 7, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll weeks
ending Oct. 13 and 20 45 50
Nov. 5, 17, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Oct. 27 7 50
5, 18, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Oct. 27 19 50
12, 29, B. & M. railroad, freight on
tarvia 4 67
Dec. 21, 54, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Dec. 15 18 00
Total $ 2,203 89
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HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES
Detail 15 Unimproved Trunk Line Maintenance
Date Voucher
1923
May 8, 862, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending April 28 $
11, 864, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending May 5
21, 866, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending May 12
28, 876, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending May 19
June 11, 885, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 3
18, 891, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 9
27, 895, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 16
July 2, 908, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 23
2, 909, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending June 23
9, 920, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending June 30
16, 924, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending July 7
23, 928, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending July 14
30, 931, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending July 21
30, 932, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending July 21





Sept. 17, 979, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending Aug. 8 $ 32 50
1924
Jan. 31, 112, H. S. Tuttle, pay roll week
ending June 23, 1923 11
Total $ 796 44
Detail 16 Town Maintenance
1923
April 22, 850, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending April 21 $ 8100
May 4, 852, North East Metal Co., cul-
verts 128 00
4, 853, E. J. York, pipe 12 60
4, 855, White Co., repairs to truck .
.
6 19
4, 856, D. H. Fogg, pay roll week
ending April 28 65 03
4, 857, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending April 28 16 50
4, 859, Langley & Gray, supplies .... 4 65
4, 860, S. H. Craig, freight on road
machine 6 65
8, 862, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending April 28 20 50
11, 865, B. & M. railroad, freight on
loader 16 56
21, 866, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending May 5 and 12 67 25
21, 869, J. C. Roberts, transfer cards. 7 60
21,870, Standard Oil Co., gasoline... 42 95
21, 871, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending May 5 5 70
37
Date Voucher Amount
May 28, 872, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending May 19 $ 30 00
28, 873, D. H. Fogg, pay roll week
ending May 5 33 90
28, 874, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending May 5 20 37
June 4, 880, L. L. Crouch, pay roll week
ending May 5 45 50
4,881, E. J. York, lumber 13 20
4,883, White Co., supplies 8 15
11, 887, W. J. Dunlap, repairs to
tractor 10 20
11, 888, J. J. Connor, pay roll week
ending June 2 23 00
11, 889, W. R. Brown, labor on high-
way 7 00
11, 890, S. H. Craig, freight on tires
and supplies 5 55
18, 891, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 9 112 25
18, 893, W. J. Dunlap, repairs to
tractor 19 46
18, 894, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending June 9 28 32
27, 895, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending June 16 129 36
27, 897, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending June 16 219 20
27, 898, L. L. Crouch, pay roll week
ending June 16 48 45
,27, 899, North East Metal Co., cul-
verts 36 46
27,900, White Co., tires 36 00
27, 902, E. J. York, lumber 1 98
38
Date Voucher
June 27, 903, Langley & Gray, supplies. ... $
27, 907, E. A. Prescott & Son, press-
ing on tires
July 2, 908, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending June 23 and 30
2, 910, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending June 23
2, 911, J. J. Connor, pay roll week
ending June 23
9, 912, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending June 30
9, 913, P. W. Watson, pay roll weeks
ending June 16, 23 and 30 .
9, 917, D. J. Brady, repairs to tractor
9, 918, International Harvester Co.,
repairs to tractor
16, 924, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending July 7
16, 925, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending July 7
16, 926, E. J. York, pipe
27, 930, W. S. Edgerly, supplies
30, 931, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending July 21 and 28
30, 933, White Co., repairs to truck.
.
30, 936, T. G. Massingham, pay roll
week ending July 30 22 49
30, 937, J. H. Seavey, dynamite and
caps 22 25
30, 940, Langley & Gray, supplies .... 65
30, 941, International Harvester Co.,
repairs to tractor 26 68
Aug. 6, 944, S. H. Craig, pay roll week




Aug. 6, 946, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending Aug. 4 $ 9 75
6, 947, P. W. Watson, pay roll weeks
ending July 21 and 28 8 37
6, 949, Langley & Gray, supplies 3 25
6, 950, E. E. Blake, repairs to tractor 2 00
6, 951, S. H. Craig, express and sup- 2 11
plies 2 11
13, 953, North East Metal Co., cul-
verts 35 28
20, 954, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending Aug. 11 and 18 .... 196 67
20, 956, W. E. Fernald, gravel 38 70
20,957, White Co., spring for truck.
.
6 75
20, 958, E. J. York, lumber 35 20
20, 959, Standard Oil Co., gasoline... 62 30
27, 960, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Aug. 25 105 85
27, 962, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending Aug. 18 6 50
27, 963, D. H. Fogg, pay roll week
ending June 30
27, 964, White Co., repairs to truck.
.
Sept. 3, 966, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 1
3, 968, J. J. Connor, pay roll week
ending Sept. 1
11, 970, P. W. Watson, pay roll weeks
ending Aug. 4 and Sept. 1.
11, 973, White Co,, spring for truck.
.
11, 974, Newfields Foundry Co., catch
basin




Sept. 17, 978, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending Sept. 8 and 15 $ 96 90
17, 982, Waldo Bros. & Bond Co.,
repairs to jack hammer. ..
.
22 00
Oct. 1, 987, D. H. Fogg, pay roll week
ending Aug. 25 32 46
1, 988, A. C. Willey, pay roll week
ending Sept. 22 45 13
8, 1, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Aug. 6 20 93
15, 4, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Sept. 22 42 78
15, 5, W. J. Dunlap, gravel 8 50
29, 8, W. J. Dunlap, pay roll week
ending Aug. 24 22 75
29, 9, P. W. Watson, pay roll weeks
ending Oct. 13 and 20 40 78
29, 12, Standard Oil Co., gasoline. . . 101 99
29, 14, Rockingham County Truck &
Sale Co., repairs to tractor. 17 10
29, 15, J. H. Seavey, repairs to trac-
tor 6 90
29, 17, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Oct. 10 8 50
Nov. 5, 19, North East Metal Co., cul-
vert 11 00
12, 24, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Nov. 3 16 60
12, 27, White Co., repairs to truck.
.
9 58
12, 28, New England Mach. Co., re-
pairs to loader 4 00
19, 34, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Nov. 10 7 58
19, 35, Langley & Gray, supplies. ... 1 50
41
Date Voucher Amount
Nov. 19, 36, White Co., magneto $ 5150
26, 39, E. P. Runlett, supplies 15 49
Dec. 3, 42, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Nov. 17 5 05
3, 43, E. A. Prescott & Son, tires .
.
154 76
3, 44, J. R. Page, labor on tractor. 12 50
10, 47, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Dec. 8 24 91
10, 48, Kennett Fogg, pay roll weeks
ending Nov. 17, 24 and
Dec. 1 81 00
10, 49, E. S. Lane, labor on highway 149 50
10, 50, C. S. Langley, labor on
tractor 20 00
10, 52, E. I. Langley, labor on high-
way, 1921 1922 15 50
21, 54, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Dec. 22 '. 134 50
^924
Jan. 4, 60, P. W. Watson, pay roll week
ending Dec. 22, 1923 9 39
4, 61, W. S. Edgerly, supplies 21 84
4, 62, E. J. York, lumber 48 58
4, 63, D. J. Brady, repairing spring 1 25
14, 70, J. H. Griffin, paint 3 00
14, 73, S. H. Craig, telephone and
express 5 18
17, 75, H. S. Tuttle, gravel 3 75
23, 81, F. W. Knight, repairs to
truck 29 00
23, 86, Standard Oil Co., gasoline... . 24 75
23, 89, W. E. Fernald, gravel 9 00
23, 90, Earl Gate, gravel 7 60





Mar. 14,825, R. D. Marston, breaking roads $
14, 826, H. S. Tuttle, breaking roads .
14, 827, J. A. Marston, breaking roads
14, 832, W.H. Burrows, breaking roads
26, 837, N. H. College, breaking walks
26, 838, A. C. Willey, breaking roads.
26, 839, L. L. Crouch, breaking roads.
26, 840, G. A. Langmaid, breaking
roads
26, 841, C. F. Scott, breaking roads . .
26, 842, W. H. Burrows, breaking
roads
26, 843, Fred Polumbo, breaking roads
April 16, 846, W. J. Dunlap, breaking roads
16, 848, Lewis A. Walker, breaking
roads
May 28, 873, D. H. Fogg, breaking roads.
.
June 4, 884, N. H. College, breaking roads
July 23, 929, N. H. College, breaking roads
Nov. 26, 40, S. P. Chesley, breaking roads
Dec. 10, 52, E. I. Langley, breaking roads,
1922 12 00
1924
Jan. 14, 67, P. W. Watson, breaking roads 52 35
14, 68, W. J. Dunlap, breaking roads 78 76
14, 69, W. R. Brown, breaking roads 12 64
17, 74, H. S. Tuttle, breaking roads. 14 04
23, 78, J. J. Connor, breaking roads. 39 45
23, 79, Peter Hamel, breaking roads. 6 50
23, 80, Albert Hamel, breaking roads 3 25
23, 82, L. L. Crouch, breaking roads 38 00
23, 84, W. F. Phair, breaking roads. 67 50




Jan. 31, 93, T. G. Massingham, breaking
roads $ 31 50
R. D, Marston, sanding walks 5 36
J. A. Marston, sanding walks 1 60
F. H, Smart, sanding walks.
.
2 60
31, 100, E. J. Hamel, breaking roads. 19 51




Jan. 4, 76, Rockingham County Light &
Power Co., month of De-
cember, 1923. .... . $ 100 39




July 2, 914, University of N. H., appro-
priation 1923 $ 100 00
Detail 23 Soldiers' Memorial
1923
Nov. 12, 31, C. F. Whitehouse, printing . . $ 13 46
Dec. 21, 54, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Dec. 15 10 75
1924
Jan. 4, 62, E. J. York, cement 1170
4, 71, B. & M. railroad, freight.... 42 00
31, 109, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Dec. 31, 1923 3100
31, 115, Strafford Savings Bank, bal-
ance of appropriation 191 09




Jan. 4, 66, Strafford National Bank, ap-
propriation 1923 $ 300 00
46
MISCELLANEOUS
Detail 28 Discount on Taxes
Date Voucher Amount
1924
Jan. 31, 121, Vella M. Smart $ 142 45
Detail 29 Abatements
1923
July 9,921, Vella M. Smart, tax collector. $ 17 10
9, 922, Vella M. Smart, tax collector. 4 90
1924
Jan. 23, 92, Vella M. Smart, tax collector. 29 41
Total $ 51 41
Detail 30 Refunds
1923
June 4, 882, Charles Wentworth, town
clerk, issuing auto permits $ 17 50
July 2, 919, Charles Wentworth, town
clerk, issuing auto permits 10 00
Sept. 17, 981, Charles Wentworth, town
clerk, issuing auto permits 14 75
Nov. 6, 30, Charles Wentworth, town
clerk, issuing auto permits 6 25
1924
Jan. 23, 77, Charles Wentworth, town
clerk, issuing auto permits 2 25
31, 111, Trustees trust funds, fiowage
rights, 1922 8 40
Total $ 59 15
47
INTEREST
Detail 31 Temporary Loans
Date Voucher Amount
1923
Nov. 5, 20, Strafford National Bank, note
No. 13 $ 82 50
1924
Jan. 31, 114, Strafford National Bank .... 41 25
Total $ 123 75
Detail 31a Long Term Notes
1923
July 9, 923, Milicent C. Chamberlin, note
No. 11 $ 25 00
30, 939, A. E. Grant, notes Nos. 8
and 12 62 50
Aug. 6,948, A. E. Grant, note No. 9 35 00
Dec. 21, 57, Milicent C. Chamberlin, note
No. 11 25 00
1924
Jan. 23, 83, A. E. Grant, notes Nos. 8
and 12 62 50
31, 98, A. E. Grant, note No. 9 35 00
31, 116, A. E. Grant, note No. 9 1 54
Total $ 246 54
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENTS
Detail 33 Unimproved Trunk Line Construction
1923
Sept. 17, 978, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 8 $ 43 00
Oct. 1, 985, S. H. Craig, pay roll w^eek
ending Sept. 22 55 13
48
Date Voucher Amount
Oct. 6, 990, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 29 $ 150 25
15, 2, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Oct. 6 109 50
29, 6, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Oct. 13 283 50
29, 16, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Oct. 20 184 95
Nov. 5, 17, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Oct. 27 237 89
12, 23, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Nov. 3 414 17
12, 25, E. J. York, lumber 17 28
12, 26, Standard Oil Co., gasoline... 66 75
19, 33, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Nov. 10 375 75
26, 38, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Nov. 17 311 41
Dec. 3, 41, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending Nov. 24 and Dec. 1. 539 25
10, 51, Standard Oil Co., gasoline ... 42 30
21, 54, S. H. Craig, pay roll weeks
ending Dec. 8, 15 and 22 . . 504 40
21, 56, Newfields Foundry Co., catch
basin 7 00
Total $ 3,342 53
Detail 36 Sidewalk Construction
1923
June 27, 902, E. J. York, lumber and ce-
ment $ 82 00
Aug. 27, 960, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Aug. 25 22 49
49
Date Voucher Amount
Sept. 3, 966, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 1 $ 5189
3, 975, E. J. York, lumber 41 57
17, 978, S. H. Craig, pay roll week
ending Sept. 15 97 47
Nov. 12, 25, E. J. York, lumber 25 94
Total $ 321 36
Detail 38 New Equipment
1923
May 4, 852, North East Metal Co., road
machine $ 300 00
July 30, 935, New England Road Machine
Co., loader 500 00
Total $ 800 00
INDEBTEDNESS PAYMENTS
Detail 40 Temporary Loans
1924
Jan. 31, 114, Strafford National Bank, note
No. 13 $ 3,000 00
Detail 41 Term Notes
1924
Jan. 31, 116, A. E. Grant, note No. 9 $ 1,400 00
PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL DIVISIONS
Detail 42 State and County Taxes
Dec. 3, 53. Arthur R. Jones, County
treasurer $ 1,770 81
1924




Jan. 14, 72, George E. Farrand, State
treasurer 474, soldier bonus $ 948 00
Total $ 4,777 31
Detail 43 Schools
1923
May 14, 861, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer, balance 1922 appro-
priation $ 1,000 00
July 9, 916, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer, deficit appropriation,
1923 $ 600 31
Dog tax, 1922 122 05
722 36
Oct. 1. 989, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer 2,000 00
Nov. 5, 21, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer 1,000 00
6, 22, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer 500 00
Dec. 3, 45, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer 2,000 00
21, 58, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer 2,000 00
1924
Jan. 31, 113, W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer 2,360 96
Total $11,583 32
GEO. FFROST TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION
REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE ASSOCIATION
From February 15, 1923, to February 15, 1924
Receipts
Amount in treasury Feb. 15, 1923 .... $ 3 73
Received of trust fund trustees 81 00
Received from membership fees 21 00
$ 105 73
Expenditures
Benefits to members $ 86 00
Expenses 10 23




Note. George Ffrost Temperance Fund:
13 shares B. & A. at par, $1,300.00
1 Liberty Bond at par, $50.00
Accumulated income, $1,262.23
This is to certify the information contained in this








This is to certify that we have examined the books
of the Town Treasurer and a condensed statement of
the same is as follows:
Balance on hand Feb. 1, 1923 $ 1,501 96
Received from all sources 38,859 80
Total $ 40,361 76
Paid out on selectmen's orders 38,705 72
Balance on hand Jan. 31, 1924 $ 1,656 04
We further certify that we have examined the
books and vouchers of the Board of Selectmen, and the
accounts of the Town Clerk and the Trustees of Trust




This is to certify that we have examined the books
and vouchers of the School District Treasurer and the
School Board for the year ending June 30, 1923, and




REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Durham:
The annual report of the Library for 1923 is sub-
mitted for your consideration. We desire to call your
special attention to the steady increase in circulation
both for books read in the Library and for those taken
home, to the small amount of money which Durham
contributes to its Library both in proportion to the rest
of the state and in proportion to the Library budget
and to our need of more books particularly for the class-
room libraries in the schools.
We have about three hundred resident borrowers
in the town of Durham in addition to the one hundred
and thirty children who borrow from our class-room
libraries in the town schools and in addition to the
students of the University. With a constantly increas-
ing circulation it is becoming increasingly difficult to
supply the demand for books. Many new books are
needed to replace those worn out in the class-room
libraries.
Our circulation for the past five years given here-
with shows an unusual increase in the use of the
Library and its books. In the five year period the cir-
culation of books used in the Library has increased







During the year 1923 we received from the Simpson
legacy of the Durham Library Association, 157 volumes
purchased for $236.83. From money received from the
general funds of the Durham Library Association we
bought 76 volumes at a cost of $97.95, and with the
town appropriation of $100.00, 77 volumes were pur-
chased. All of these volumes were fiction, juveniles,
and works of general interest such as biography, travel
and literature.
Our accession figures for the year 1923 follow:




Durham Library Association 233





Total books January 31, 1924 48,374
The Library again as in 1922, observed Children's
Book Week. Throughout the week of November 11-18,
1923, an exhibit of illustrated children's books was held
in a store window of the new Hardy-Philbrick block
through courtesy of the owners. A children's book
party with an attendance of over fifty children was
held by the Library and the Education Committee of
the Woman's Club in the Library Building, the program
consisting of book reviews, readings, stories and
charades.
57
As in the past we have placed class-room libraries
in all the school rooms of Durham. If these are to be
maintained successfully we must have more new
children's books. The town appropriation should be at
least doubled to obtain these children's books and a
greater variety of reading for adults. During the past
year the children's books in the main Library were
moved to a much better and lighter place in the room
formerly used for the New Hampshire books where




Durham, N. H., January 31, 1924.
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District of Durham
qualified to vote in District affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said District, on Saturday, the fifteenth day of
March, A. D. 1924, at two o'clock in the afternoon, to
act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
5. To see if the District will vote to make any
alterations in the report of the School Board recom-
mending the amount required for support of schools
and statutory obligations, and vote necessary money to
carry out its provisions.
6. To choose such auditors, agents and committees
as the voters may deem necessary for the management
of District affairs.
7. To transact any other business that may legally
come before the meeting.
Given under our hand and seal this eighteenth day











REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS
To the School Board:
The growth of Durham village during the past five
years has been remarkable. The number of students at
the University has more than doubled. Almost every
family rents rooms to students. Every house and build-
ing available has been made over to accommodate more
students and the families of members ofjthe University
faculty. T he peak has not been reached. More new
houses are needed and as fast as they are available,
they will be occupied by men with families who would
come to the University as faculty members if there
were places for them to live. Other houses will be taken
by families who want to bring up their children in Dur-
ham because of the University. In fact Durham is a
college town and will, I believe, continue to grow as a
college town until it is second to none in the state.
This situation confronts us with two important
school problems. The first is to provide for our schools .
a high grade of teaching. Not a word of this report
should be interpreted as unfavorable criticism of the
present teaching force or of the teaching force of last
year. Nevertheless it is true that the people of Durham
rightly expect a great deal of their schools and a great
deal of their teachers. Our boys and girls should
receive their training only from teachers of good per-
sonality, adequate training and that kind of successful
experience that comes to the teacher who has taught
happily and with constant progress in one school system
from three to five years. Of course this kind of teach-
ing may not be had from beginners. It will never be
gained by changing teachers every year. Some of the
60
teachers we have had and most of those we have now
are capable of growing into this class and of giving us
in time this kind of service if we are able to keep them
in Durham. Experience shows that the only way to
keep good teachers is to bring our salaries up to a
higher level.
Most of the places that have a high grade school
system insist on two years of normal training and two
years of successful experience. If this rule could be
adopted and carried out in Durham in case of any
vacancies, it would raise the level of teaching ability in
our schools and help to retain good teachers. At pres-
ent it would mean a minimum salary of a thousand
dollars a year for the village school, I am making this
recommendation, although I know that the people of
Durham have increased the teachers' salaries during
the last few years, because it is still difficult to get
good, experienced teachers for the money we pay.
The second problem is to provide an adequate build-
ing for the growing school population. The present
four-room building is unsuitable and inadequate and
has been for some time. The present fifth grade room,
where the pupils are crowded in facing the partition so
closely in front of them, with poor light and improper
ventilation, is making the children restless and nervous
at a very critical period in their school lives. The Junior
High School room and the primary room have less than
half the window area that they should have according
to modern school standards. Lighting in the other
rooms is a little better, but is still inadequate. One
room upstairs is partly equipped for domestic science,
but is not suited to other recitations that have to be
held there.
The present quarters were all right as a temporary
arrangement, but is it not time to provide for our boys
61
and girls a well-arranged, well-equipped, sanitary, mod-
ernized school building? In studying this problem we
should keep in mind two questions: Should a village like
Durham have a kindergarten as a part of the public
school system? Should we provide at home for the
many Durham pupils that have to go to Newmarket or
Dover for the last two years of high school?
There may be some doubt as to whether the present
building is worth remodeling. If it is, by adding thir-
teen feet to the building along the entire front, you could
have in the basement three well-lighted rooms for man-
ual training, domestic science and lunch room; on the
main floor, the entrance, boys' and girls' toilets, and four
good class-roQms 23x25 feet, large enough for thirty-five
pupils each; and on the second floor five class-rooms
23x25 feet, two of which with movable furniture and a
folding partition could be used at times as an assembly
room. All the walls and partitions would have to be
made over and an adequate system of heat and ventila-
tion installed. This is only a suggestion of what might
be done if you decide to remodel the schoolhouse.
For this year, I suggest that you invite a committee
of representative citizens to study the problem with you
and to prepare a proposal for the next school meeting.
In the meantime the remodeling of the Packers Falls
schoolhouse is as necessary as ever. Would it not be
well to get this all done this year and get it out of the
way before something has to be done in the village?
I highly appreciate the widespread interest of the
people of Durham in the schools and the friendly coun-
sel and helpful co-operation of the members of the





REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
Two new members were added to the School Board
at the last District meeting. Mr. J. C. McNutt was
elected for a term of two years and Mr. Thomas Mass-
ingham for a period of three years. The lack of ex-
perience of the new members in school affairs has
placed a heavy burden on Mr. Batchelder during the
past year, but the work of the Board has progressed
satisfactorily. The Board organized with Mr, Batch-
elder as chairman and Mr. McNutt as clerk.
Because of resignations in the teaching force last
year it was necessary to secure four new teachers for
the village school and the following were employed:
Jeanette MacCarlie for the first and second grades,
Vivian Wood for the third and fourth grades, Charlotte
Taylor for the fifth and sixth grades, and Ruth Peabody
for the Junior High School. Elizabeth Brown em-
ployed in the Durham Point School resigned at Christ-
mas time and Mary Rodan has been employed to fill her
place. Our new teachers have entered into the work
with splendid spirit; giving their best efforts to their
work. Difficulties have come up from time to time but
such things happen in every school, and it is important
for the School Board as well as the parents to support
the teachers in their work as occasion demands in the
education of our children. Following is a list of
teachers and salaries:
Ruth M. Seaver, (Principal) $ 1,600 00
Laura A. Nelson 1,250 00
Ruth Peabody 1,200 00
Charlotte Taylor 800 05
63
Vivian Wood $ 850 00
Jeanette MacCarlie 900 00
Dorothy Hardy, (Packers Falls) 850 00
* Elizabeth Brown, (Point School) 600 00















Clerk, Supervisory Union . . .
Total approved by State Board
Statutory obligations:
Per pupil tax
Superintendent salary . .
District officers' salaries .
Totals $9,554 00 $3,740 00 $13,294 00
Deduct-From State . $480 48
Dog licenses . 125 00




REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE DURHAM
SCHOOL DISTRICT
For the Year Ending June 30, 1923
AVAILABLE SCHOOL MONEY
Received from town treasurer $ 9,586 67
Received from town treasurer, deficit 1922.
.
600 31
Received from town treasurer, dog tax 122 05
Received from state treasurer 2,379 33
Received from Lee, tuition 232 00
Received from Madbury, tuition 55 00
Received from L. Sullivan, Doe fund 210 00
Received from Ruth M. Seaver, sale of lum-
ber 13 20
$13,198 56
Paid out on School Board orders 12,964 78 '
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